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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on tine merits. Claims 1 - 
25, as originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 6, 12, 17, 23 - 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lee et al., (US 6,837,428 B2) in view of Jovicic et al., (US 
5,855,007). 

As per claim 1, Lee et al., teaches a method for processing coupons by a self 
checkout system, wherein the self checkout system comprises at least one self 
checkout station coupled to a server (see column 5, line 63 through column 6 line 5, 
which teach a self check out system such as the automatic checkout system, line 40, is 
connected to BOSS controller that is in turn connected to a local area network. 
Examiner construes that the BOSS controller is a server). 

(a) receiving a coupon from a customer by one of the at least one self checkout 
stations (see column 7, line 52 through line 56 which teach a shopper scans coupons 
that are related to items that were previously scanned and the coupon's code is 
matched to the item's code it is related to); 
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(b) attempting to validate the coupon against at least one item scanned by the 
customer (see column 7, line 52 through line 61 which teach a shopper scans items and 
scans in coupons related to those items. When both the items and coupons are 
scanned a coupon code and the related item code is matched to very if the coupon 

applies to the related scanned item). 

However, Lee et al., fails to disclose: 

(c) storing the coupon in a coupon pool at the server if the coupon fails to 
validate against the at least one item, such that the stored coupon can be utilized at a 
subsequent sales transaction. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step of storing a coupon in a 
coupon pool at a server if the coupon fails to validate against the at least one item, such 
that the stored coupon can be utilized at a subsequent sales transaction (see column 6, 
lines 4-14 which teach an Internet Coupon Server 124 that receives and stores 
coupons, ready for selection by users of computing devices connected into public 
networks). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
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and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 6, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however fails to 
disclose the storing step (c) further comprises: 

(c1 ) storing the coupon in a personal pool at the server, wherein the personal 
pool is associated with the customer 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for storing the coupon in 
a personal pool at the server, wherein the personal pool is associated with the customer 
(see Jovicic et al., column 6, lines 5-14 which teach the Internet Coupon Server 124 
include a user database 126 that keeps track of an individual user registered with the 
server). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 12, Lee et al., teaches a computer readable medium containing 
program instructions for processing coupons by a self checkout system, wherein the self 
checkout system comprises at least one self checkout station coupled to a server (see 
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column 5, line 63 through column 6 line 5, which teach a self check out system such as 
the automatic checkout system, line 40, is connected to BOSS controller that is in turn 
connected to a local area network. Examiner construes that the BOSS controller is a 
server). 

(a) receiving a coupon from a customer by one of the at least one self checkout 
stations (see column 7, line 52 through line 56 which teach a shopper scans coupons 
that are related to items that were previously scanned and the coupon's code is 
matched to the item's code it is related to); 

(b) attempting to validate the coupon against at least one item scanned by the 
customer (see column 7, line 52 - 61 which teach a shopper scans items and scans in 
coupons related to those items. When both the items and coupons are scanned a 
coupon code and the related item code is matched to very if the coupon applies to the 
related scanned item). 

However, Lee et al., fails to disclose 

(c) storing the coupon in a coupon pool at the server if the coupon fails to 
validate against the at least one item, such that the stored coupon can be utilized at a 
subsequent sales transaction. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step to store a coupon in a 
coupon pool at a server if the coupon fails to validate against the at least one item, such 
that the stored coupon can be utilized at a subsequent sales transaction (see column 6, 
lines 4-14 which teach an Internet Coupon Server 124 that receives and stores 
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coupons, ready for selection by users of computing devices connected into public 
networks). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 17, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however fails to 
disclose the storing instruction (c) further comprises: 

(c1) storing the coupon in a personal pool at the server, wherein the personal 
pool is associated with the customer 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for storing the coupon in 
a personal pool at the server, wherein the personal pool is associated with the customer 
(see column 6, lines 5-14 which teach the Internet Coupon Server 124 include a user 
database 126 that keeps track of an individual user registered with the server). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
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the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 23, Lee et al., discloses a self checkout system comprising: 

a server for managing the self checkout system (see column 5, line 63 through 
column 6 line 5, which teach a self check out system such as the automatic checkout 
system, line 40, is connected to BOSS controller that is in turn connected to a local area 
network. Examiner construes that the BOSS controller is a server); and 

at least one self checkout station coupled to the server, wherein the at least one 
self checkout station comprises: 

a scanner for scanning at least one item for purchase by a customer (see column 
5, lines 40 - 46 which teach a laser universal product code UPC) reader, analogous to a 
product scanner); 

a coupon reader for receiving a coupon from the customer (see column 7, lines 
12 - 15 which teach a UPC scanner where paper coupons are scanned). 

However, Lee et al., fails to disclose a coupon manager for validating the coupon 
against the at least one item scanned by the customer, wherein if the coupon fails to 
validate, the coupon manager stores the coupon in a coupon pool at the server such 
that the stored coupon can be utilized at a subsequent sales transaction. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step to store a coupon in a 
coupon pool at a server if the coupon fails to validate against the at least one item, such 
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that the stored coupon can be utilized at a subsequent sales transaction (see column 6, 
lines 4-14 which teach an Internet Coupon Server 124 that receives and stores 
coupons, ready for selection by users of computing devices connected into public 
networks). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 24, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however fails to 
disclose a global pool for storing the unvalidated coupon, wherein the global pool is 
accessible by all customers. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for a global pool to store 
the unvalidated coupon, wherein the global pool is accessible by all customers (see 
column 6, lines 4 - 14 which teach an Internet Coupon Server 124 that receives and 
stores coupons, ready for selection by users of computing devices connected into public 
networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 124 is analogous to a 
global pool providing access to coupons to all customers with computing devices 
column 6 lines 39-41). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 25, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however fails to 
disclose the server further comprises communication means for allowing a customer or 
item manufacturer to access the global pool. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step comprising 
communication means for allowing a customer or item manufacturer to access the 
global pool (see column 6 lines 14-18 which teach an Internet Coupon Notification 
Center Gateway 132 provides the capability of Internet Coupon Notification, ICNC, 
Centers/coupon owners to access an Internet Coupon server. Examiner construes that 
an ICNC is analogous to a manufacturer therefore, therefore the ICNC gateway 
provides communication capabilities to manufacturers to gain access to the coupon 
server where the global pool resides). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
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server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

3. Claims 2 - 5, 7 - 9, 13 - 16, 18 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lee et al., in view of Jovicic et al., as applied to claims 1 
and 12, and further in view of Nichtberger et al., (4,882,675) 
As per claim 2, Lee et al., further discloses: 

(c2) transmitting the electronic coupon from the one self checkout station to the 
server (see column 6, line 63 - 66 which teach a shopper scans coupons that are 
related to items that were previously scanned and the coupon's UPC code is matched 
to the item's code it is related to and the information is managed by the controller, which 
examiner construes to be the analogous action of transmitting the electronic coupon to 
the server where it will be managed). 

However, the Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination fails to disclose the 
coupon is a paper coupon and the storing step (c) further comprises: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon; and 

(c3) destroying the paper coupon. 

Nichtberger et al., discloses a paperless system for distributing, redeeming and 
clearing merchandise coupons with a step for: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon (see column 29, lines 
56 - 63 which teach a coupon distribution and redemption unit accepts paper coupon by 
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reading a scanned paper coupon's UPC code and adding tlie code to a list of electronic 
coupons available for redemption); 

(c3) destroy paper coupons (see column 29, lines 56 - 68 which teach a coupon 
distribution and redemption, CDR, unit that contains a scanner capable of reading paper 
coupons destroys them once they have inserted and read by the CDR unit). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the paperless system 
for redeeming coupons as taught by NIchtberger et al. The motivation to combine the 
Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the methods described by Nichtberger et 
al., is to provide customers with the ability to make a selection of coupons from a 
display and for recording the selection. 

As per claim 3, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention as applied to claim 1 
above, but fails to disclose: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon; 

(c2) collecting tracking information related to the coupon and storing the tracking 
information in a file at the server; and 

(c3) storing the coupon in a global pool at the server, wherein the global pool is 
accessible by all customers. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the steps for: 
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(c2) collecting tracking information related to the coupon and storing the tracking 
information in a file at the server (see column 6, lines 39 - 58 which teach a server such 
as the Internet Coupon Server maintain current information on electronic coupons such 
as expiration date, UPC code and unique serial number); and 

(c3) storing the coupon in a global pool at the server, wherein the global pool is 
accessible by all customers (see column 6, lines 4-14 which teach an Internet Coupon 
Server 124 that receives and stores coupons, ready for selection by users of computing 
devices connected into public networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon 
Server 124 is analogous to a global pool providing access to coupons to all customers 
with computing devices column 6 lines 39 - 41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

Nichtberger et al., discloses a paperless system for distributing, redeeming and 
clearing merchandise coupons with a step for: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon (see column 29, lines 
56 - 63 which teach a coupon distribution and redemption unit accepts paper coupon by 
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reading a scanned paper coupon's UPC code and adding tlie code to a list of electronic 
coupons available for redemption). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the paperless system 
for redeeming coupons as taught by Nichtberger et al. The motivation to combine the 
Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the system described by Nichtberger et 
al., is to provide customers with the ability to make a selection of coupons from a 
display and for recording the selection. 

As per claim 4, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(d) allowing a second customer in the subsequent sales transaction to utilize the 
coupon in the global pool. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d) allowing a second customer in the subsequent sales transaction to utilize the 
coupon in the global pool (see column 6, lines 4 - 14 which teach an Internet Coupon 
Server 1 24 that receives and stores coupons, ready for selection by users of computing 
devices connected into public networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon 
Server 124 is analogous to a global pool providing access to coupons to all customers 
with computing devices column 6 lines 39 - 41 . Therefore, a second customer would 
have access to an un-redeemed coupon stored on the server). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 5, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, and further discloses: 
(d2) deducting a value of the coupon from a price of the item if the coupon and 
the item are validated (see Lee et al., column 7, lines 62 - 66 which teach a coupon 
UPC code is associated with one of the items previously scanned, then a credit is 
applied to the current total of the shopping transaction). 
However, Lee et al., fails to disclose: 

(d1) searching the global pool for a coupon that validates against an item 
scanned by the second customer during the subsequent sales transaction. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d1) searching the global pool for a coupon that validates against an item 
scanned by the second customer during the subsequent sales transaction (see column 
6, lines 4 - 14 which teach an Internet Coupon Server 124 that receives and stores 
coupons, ready for selection by users of computing devices, such as a second user, 
connected into public networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 
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124 is analogous to a global pool providing access to coupons to all customers with 
computing devices column 6 lines 39 - 41 . Therefore, a second customer would have 
access to an un-redeemed coupon stored on the server); and 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checl<out system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 7, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(d) accessing the global pool at the server by the customer; 

(e) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool; and 

(f) transferring the selected coupon to a personal account at the server. 
Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 

discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d) accessing the global pool at the server by the customer (see column 7, lines 
46 - 52 which teach a customer accesses the Internet Coupon Server 124 to select an 
electronic coupon. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 124 is 
analogous to the claimed global pool). 
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(e) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool (see column 7, lines 46 - 52 
which teach a customer accesses the Internet Coupon Server 124 to select an 
electronic coupon. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 124 is 
analogous to the claimed global pool); and 

(f) transferring the selected coupon to a personal account at the server (see 
column 8, lines 4 - 10 which teach a user searches for an electronic coupon on the 
coupon server and later transmits that coupon to the user's account/node). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
Includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 8, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(d) receiving the tracking Information in the file by an Item manufacturer; 

(e) accessing the global pool at the server by the Item manufacturer; 

(f) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool; 

(g) analyzing the tracking information for the selected coupon; and 

(h) modifying the selected coupon. 
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Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d) receiving the tracl<ing information in the file by an item manufacturer (see 
column 2, lines 21 - 38 which teach a manufacturer is facilitated with detailed 
information about the consumer that submitted the coupon for redemption); 

(e) accessing the global pool at the server by the item manufacturer (see column 
6, lines 34 - 41 which teach a coupon provider/a member of the Internet Coupon 
Notification Center, ICNC, such as an item manufacturer periodically communicates 
with coupon server to maintain the electronic coupon information current); 

(f) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool (see column 7, lines 46 - 52 
which teach a customer accesses the Internet Coupon Server 124 to select an 
electronic coupon. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 124 is 
analogous to the claimed global pool); 

(g) analyzing the tracking information for the selected coupon (see column 6, 
lines 39 - 58 which teach a server such as the Internet Coupon Server maintain current 
information on electronic coupons such as expiration date, UPC code and unique serial 
number; column 7, lines 19-24 adds that the coupon owner/manufacturer performs 
marketing research using an electronic coupon unique serial number. Examiner 
construes that this process is analogous to a manufacturer analyzing the electronic 
coupon specific tracking information stored on the coupon server); and 
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(h) modifying the selected coupon (see column 11, lines 41 - 47 which teach an 
ICNC/item manufacturer accesses the coupon server and changes the coupon 
information electronically). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checl<out system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 9, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(hi ) modifying a price of the item based on the analysis 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(hi) modifying a price of the item based on the analysis (see column 11, lines 41 
- 47 which teach an ICNC/item manufacturer accesses the coupon server and changes 
the coupon information electronically. Examiner construes that price is a component of 
the coupon which follows that changing the coupon's information is analogous to 
changing the coupon's price). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
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includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 13, Lee et al., further discloses: 

(c2) transmitting the electronic coupon from the one self checkout station to the 
server (see Lee et al., column 6, line 63 - 66 which teach a shopper scans coupons that 
are related to items that were previously scanned and the coupon's UPC code is 
matched to the item's code it is related to and the information is managed by the 
controller, which examiner construes to be the analogous action of transmitting the 
electronic coupon to the server where it will be managed). 

However, the Lee et a!., and Jovicic et al., combination fails to disclose the 
coupon is a paper coupon and the storing step (c) further comprises: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon; and 

(c3) destroying the paper coupon. 

Nichtberger et al., discloses a paperless system for distributing, redeeming and 
clearing merchandise coupons with a step for: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon (see column 29, lines 
56 - 63 which teach a coupon distribution and redemption unit accepts paper coupon by 
reading a scanned paper coupon's UPC code and adding the code to a list of electronic 
coupons available for redemption); 
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(c3) destroying paper coupons (see column 29, lines 56 - 68 which teach a 
coupon distribution and redemption, CDR, unit that contains a scanner capable of 
reading paper coupons destroys them once they have inserted and read by the CDR 
unit). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the paperless system 
for redeeming coupons as taught by Nichtberger et al. The motivation to combine the 
Lee et a!., and Jovicic et al., combination with the methods described by Nichtberger et 
a!., is to provide customers with the ability to make a selection of coupons from a 
display and for recording the selection. 

As per claim 14, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention as applied to claim 
12 above, but fails to disclose: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon; 

(c2) collecting tracking information related to the coupon and storing the tracking 
information in a file at the server; and 

(c3) storing the coupon in a global pool at the server, wherein the global pool is 
accessible by all customers. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the steps for: 

(c2) collecting tracking information related to the coupon and storing the tracking 
information in a file at the server (see column 6, lines 39 - 58 which teach a server such 
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as the Internet Coupon Server maintain current information on electronic coupons such 
as expiration date, UPC code and unique serial number); and 

(c3) storing the coupon in a global pool at the server, wherein the global pool is 
accessible by all customers (see column 6, lines 4-14 which teach an Internet Coupon 
Server 1 24 that receives and stores coupons, ready for selection by users of computing 
devices connected into public networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon 
Server 124 is analogous to a global pool providing access to coupons to all customers 
with computing devices column 6 lines 39 - 41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et a!., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

Nichtberger et al., discloses a paperless system for distributing, redeeming and 
clearing merchandise coupons with a step for: 

(c1) converting the paper coupon into an electronic coupon (see column 29, lines 
56 - 63 which teach a coupon distribution and redemption unit accepts paper coupon by 
reading a scanned paper coupon's UPC code and adding the code to a list of electronic 
coupons available for redemption). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the paperless system 
for redeeming coupons as taught by Nichtberger et al. The motivation to combine the 
Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the system described by Nichtberger et 
al., is to provide customers with the ability to make a selection of coupons from a 
display and for recording the selection. 

As per claim 15, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(d) allowing a second customer in the subsequent sales transaction to utilize the 
coupon in the global pool. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d) allowing a second customer in the subsequent sales transaction to utilize the 
coupon in the global pool (see column 6, lines 4 - 14 which teach an Internet Coupon 
Server 124 that receives and stores coupons, ready for selection by users of computing 
devices connected into public networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon 
Server 124 is analogous to a global pool providing access to coupons to all customers 
with computing devices column 6 lines 39 - 41 . Therefore, a second customer would 
have access to an un-redeemed coupon stored on the server). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
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includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 

among users. 

As per claim 16, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, and further 
discloses: 

(d2) deducting a value of the coupon from a price of the item if the coupon and 
the item are validated (see Lee et al., column 7, lines 62 - 66 which teach a coupon 
UPC code is associated with one of the items previously scanned, then a credit is 
applied to the current total of the shopping transaction). 

However, Lee et al., fails to disclose: 

(d1 ) searching the global pool for a coupon that validates against an item 
scanned by the second customer during the subsequent sales transaction. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d1) searching the global pool for a coupon that validates against an item 
scanned by the second customer during the subsequent sales transaction (see column 
6, lines 4-14 which teach an Internet Coupon Server 124 that receives and stores 
coupons, ready for selection by users of computing devices, such as a second user, 
connected into public networks. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 
124 is analogous to a global pool providing access to coupons to all customers with 
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computing devices column 6 lines 39 - 41 . Therefore, a second customer would have 
access to an un-redeemed coupon stored on the server); and 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 18, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(d) accessing the global pool at the server by the customer; 

(e) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool; and 

(f) transferring the selected coupon to a personal account at the server. 
Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 

discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(d) accessing the global pool at the server by the customer (see column 7, lines 
46 - 52 which teach a customer accesses the Internet Coupon Server 124 to select an 
electronic coupon. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 124 is 
analogous to the claimed global pool). 

(e) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool (see column 7, lines 46 - 52 
which teach a customer accesses the Internet Coupon Server 124 to select an 
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electronic coupon. Examiners construes tliat tlie Internet Coupon Server 124 is 
analogous to the claimed global pool); and 

(f) transferring the selected coupon to a personal account at the server (see 
column 8, lines 4 - 10 which teach a user searches for an electronic coupon on the 
coupon server and later transmits that coupon to the user's account/node). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 19, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(d) receiving the tracking information in the file by an item manufacturer; 

(e) accessing the global pool at the server by the item manufacturer; 

(f) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool; 

(g) analyzing the tracking information for the selected coupon; and 

(h) modifying the selected coupon. 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 
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(d) receiving the tracking information in the file by an item manufacturer (see 
column 2, lines 21 - 38 which teach a manufacturer is facilitated with detailed 
information about the consumer that submitted the coupon for redemption); 

(e) accessing the global pool at the server by the item manufacturer (see column 
6, lines 34 - 41 which teach a coupon provider/a member of the Internet Coupon 
Notification Center, ICNC, such as an item manufacturer periodically communicates 
with coupon server to maintain the electronic coupon information current); 

(f) selecting at least one coupon in the global pool (see column 7, lines 46 - 52 
which teach a customer accesses the Internet Coupon Server 124 to select an 
electronic coupon. Examiners construes that the Internet Coupon Server 124 is 
analogous to the claimed global pool); 

(g) analyzing the tracking information for the selected coupon (see column 6, 
lines 39 - 58 which teach a server such as the Internet Coupon Server maintain current 
information on electronic coupons such as expiration date, UPC code and unique serial 
number; column 7, lines 19-24 adds that the coupon owner/manufacturer performs 
marketing research using an electronic coupon unique serial number. Examiner 
construes that this process is analogous to a manufacturer analyzing the electronic 
coupon specific tracking information stored on the coupon server); and 

(h) modifying the selected coupon (see column 11, lines 41 -47 which teach an 
ICNC/item manufacturer accesses the coupon server and changes the coupon 
information electronically). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

As per claim 20, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(hi) modifying a price of the item based on the analysis 

Jovicic et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique product 
discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(hi ) modifying a price of the item based on the analysis (see column 1 1 , lines 41 
- 47 which teach an ICNC/item manufacturer accesses the coupon server and changes 
the coupon information electronically. Examiner construes that price is a component of 
the coupon which follows that changing the coupon's information is analogous to 
changing the coupon's price). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., with the system for storing a coupon on a 
server for later use as taught by Jovicic et al. The motivation to combine Lee et al., with 
the system described by Jovicic et al., is to provide an interactive system for dispensing 
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and controlling electronic coupons where the coupons may be shared or transferred 
among users. 

4. Claims 10 - 11, 21 - 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lee et al., in view of Jovicic et al., as applied to claims 8, 9, 19 
and 20 above, and further In view of Goodwin, III et al., (US 6,696,920 B1). 

As per claim 10, the Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination discloses the 
claimed invention, however, fails to disclose: 

(i) implementing the modified price immediately via an electronic shelf label 
associated with the item. 

Goodwin, III et al., discloses a method of changing an electronic price label 
display sequence with the step for: 

(i) implementing the modified price immediately via an electronic shelf label 
associated with the item (see column 2, lines 63 through column 3, lines 1 - 6 which 
teach an electronic price label, EPL, through a managed process is capable of making 
changes to a display information, which includes price information). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the electronic price 
changing method as taught by Goodwin, III et al. The motivation to combine the Lee et 
al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the methods described by Goodwin III et al., is to 
provide a flexible system for making immediate changes to the price of an item. 
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As per claim 11, the Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination discloses the 
claimed invention, however, fails to disclose: 

(hi) modifying an expiration date of the selected coupon. 

Goodwin, III et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique 
product discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(hi) modifying an expiration date of the selected coupon (see column 2, lines 63 
through column 3, lines 1 - 6 which teach an electronic price label, EPL, through a 
managed process is capable of making changes to a display information, which 
includes promotional information. Examiner construes that changing the promotion 
information includes making changing changes to a coupon expiration date). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the electronic price 
changing method as taught by Goodwin, III et al. The motivation to combine the Lee et 
al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the methods described by Goodwin III et al., is to 
provide a flexible system for making immediate changes to a coupon's information. 

As per claim 21, the Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., combination discloses the 
claimed invention, however, fails to disclose: 

(i) implementing the modified price immediately via an electronic shelf label 
associated with the item. 

Goodwin, III et al., discloses a method of changing an electronic price label 
display sequence with the step for: 
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(i) implementing the modified price immediately via an electronic shelf label 
associated with the item (see column 2, lines 63 through column 3, lines 1 - 6 which 
teach an electronic price label, EPL, through a managed process is capable of making 
changes to a display information, which includes price information). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
includes a validation process of Lee et al., and Jovicic et al., with the electronic price 
changing method as taught by Goodwin, III et al. The motivation to combine the Lee et 
al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the methods described by Goodwin III et al., is to 
provide a flexible system for making immediate changes to the price of an item. 

As per claim 22, Lee et al., discloses the claimed invention, however, fails to 
disclose: 

(hi) modifying an expiration date of the selected coupon. 

Goodwin, III et al., discloses a system for generating and redeeming unique 
product discount coupons over public computer networks with the step for: 

(h1) modifying an expiration date of the selected coupon (see column 2, lines 63 
through column 3, lines 1 - 6 which teach an electronic price label, EPL, through a 
managed process is capable of making changes to a display information, which 
includes promotional information. Examiner construes that changing the promotion 
information includes making changing changes to a coupon expiration date). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the method for processing coupons by a self checkout system that 
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includes a validation process of Lee et a!., and Jovicic et a!., with the electronic price 
changing method as taught by Goodwin, III et al. The motivation to combine the Lee et 
al., and Jovicic et al., combination with the methods described by Goodwin III et al., is to 
provide a flexible system for making immediate changes to a coupon's information. 
Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Persky et al., (US 6,497,362 B2) discloses a method for wireless 
assistance for self-service checkout and Sadler (US 6,571 ,218 B1) discloses a method 
for use in network of retail checkout terminals. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALVIN L. BROWN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5109. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30 
AM to 5:00 PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on 571 270 3033. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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